Get Your Gobbler!

March 29th is circled on every turkey hunter’s calendar in the Volunteer State, likewise, the ink is drying on April 12th for hunters in the Commonwealth.  The countdown to spring gobbler season has begun!  Let me be the first to remind you that if you have a youngster they can get first crack at the old birds with special youth hunting days in both states.  The time to daydream is now.  Are you going to have something to brag about after this season?  If you hope the answer is yes, you need to be preparing now to be successful later.

Getting Ready

A good idea this year is to have an idea of the areas and dates you will spend in the woods before season begins.  This is not a problem for landowners but nothing kills prime hunting time like knocking on doors trying to get permission to access land.  Another question you might need to bring up is, do you have your land leases in order?  Nothing has changed since the New Year has it?  It seems common sense but when a hunter gets the fever you can imagine the small print that gets missed.  If you will be travelling out of the area in pursuit of a Rio Grande or other trophies, make sure you have your reservations complete, including travel and lodging.  

Pre-season is also the time to check out your gear.  Never wait until the night before season to pull out your gear only to find that you have forgotten to replace a key element.  Check your clothing first.  Nothing is as uncomfortable as the early spring bone-chilling wind blowing through a barbed-wire ripped hole from last season in your camo jacket or pants.  A good face blind and gloves are also a must when the notorious spring cold fronts tear into the region.

Now that you are clothed lets look at your weapon.  Stocked up?  Nothing saves a marriage like spreading out the expenses of your outdoor passion.  Nothing strains the wallet like a day long spree at your local hunting outfitter.  Inventory your ammunition and if you have other gear necessities to buy make a list in the pre-season to slowly mark off up until opening day.  This is a good “marriage saver” tip but it also helps beat the cabin fever until season begins.

Back in the Blind

The weather in 2007 will still show an impact on this years hunt.  It is primetime to go scouting for mast and other forages.  Knowing where the forage is plentiful is your best ally in trying to pinpoint likely turkey hangouts.  Since the effects of the drought are on-going, more birds will depend on open areas like fields and the timberlines found in the area.

It is never too early to start looking for sign and beginning to pattern gobbler movements.  As longbeards transition from late winter patterns into their springtime rituals, make sure you are keeping track.  Early each morning as the season nears, keep your ears open for gobbling.  As spring begins, you will notice a consistency appear in the gobbling.  That’s the dead on signal that prime time is here.  With a little pre-season conditioning you will be ready to bag the bird of a lifetime.
