Life in the Outdoors

With Jon Lawson

Taking Down Tough Turkeys

Throughout the region, turkey season is winding down.  The hot gobblers that many hunters were finding the last few weeks have probably already been introduced to the deep fryer.  If you want to fill your bag in the next two weeks you are going to have to hunker down and outsmart some pretty keen birds.

Quality Counts

Calling in late season Toms takes quality instead of quantity.  At this point in the season many birds are probably call-shy.  Most likely they have been called in and spotted a hunter (or shot at) and will be wary when you get to them.  To get him close you have to selectively call and deceive him with very natural sounds.  If all goes well, you will call just enough to pique his interest and make him come in for a closer look.  Too much calling is usually a dead give away and although “Old Broom Beard” might gobble his head off in response to your calling, he’ll be likely to hang up.

3B Outdoors pro staffer Freddie Neeley offers this advice, “Late in the season, I grab my slate call and make as few light calls as possible.  Once you hear him gobble, let him dictate how much calling you do.”  Neeley utilizes his decoys to seal the deal.  “I lay out a jake decoy and trim the beard.”  Using a decoy gives the gobbler something to stimulate him visually and key on, which can make all the difference when hunting late in the season.

If you are caught in a situation that he’s right over the ridge or out of range and hanging up its time to pull out the tricks.  Scratching in the leaves around you will often be enough to make him drop his guard and come to you.  Neeley also likes to utilize a purr call, the sound of foraging hens, to calm old tom down and make a hesitant gobbler commit.  

Fight or Flight?
Your decision-making is the key to a successful hunt.  Most of the time, after you call in the morning and that gobbler responds, he knows where you are.  He might shut up, which is tough on hunters, but he’s still coming in.  You patience will pay off if you give it time.  It’s the toughest part of hunting, you’ve got to sit tight and wait on him to come in.  Neeley adds, “if you are hunting with a buddy who is calling, have him fall back and call, sometimes that’s all it takes to get him into range.”

It is never easy at this point of the season, but if your presentation is natural, you will have the best chance of the year to kill a gobbler of a lifetime.

