Catching Bass with Backyard Baits

Unfortunately, most of the products we use in our daily lives have little association with our region.  Our clothing, food, and certainly cars and fuel originate far from the southeast and light years away from the ‘423’ area code.  Today, “Made in the USA” seems to be the exception instead of the rule.  Even in the fishing industry Japanese lures and techniques and European engineering are points of emphasis on some packaging sitting on our local tackle shops’ shelves.   The silver lining on this cloud is that the American Spirit has not faded, especially when it comes to new lures and techniques that have been developed and proven on bass here in the Tennessee Valley, you just have to know where to look.

Rattlehead Baits
Owner and designer, Dow Cox, operates Rattlehead Baits in Kingsport, Tennessee.  Years ago, after noticing that a nearly dislodged hook on a production spinnerbait was creating a rattling sound that fish were reacting to, he set out to re-create the rattling on spinnerbaits and jigs with his own touch.  The results are hard to deny.  Numerous local tournaments have been won on Rattlehead Baits jigs and spinnerbaits, plus Dow has put his creation to work while fishing the BASS Opens all over the southeast.

This year, new designs include the football head jig.  Perfect for dragging along points and causing a stir along ledges and humps off-shore.  The side-to-side action of the patented rattling hook adds to its appeal.  Quality components are found in all of Rattlehead Baits offerings, including my favorite for late summer night fishing, the Colorado-bladed spinnerbait.  The thumping blade and rattling hook combination call the fish up.  Slow rolling the bait back to the boat is deadly, when you have the added noise the reaction strikes are vicious.  If daytime fishing this fall is your passion, the rattling buzzbait should suit your needs.  
Rattlehead Baits are available on-line as well as in select tackle and marine dealerships in the Tri-Cities.  Check out the full line of colors and styles on www.rattleheadbaits.com
.


Fat Daddy Lures
Hybrid vigor is defined as superior qualities arising from the crossing of different plants or animals.  In the world of crankbaits, there are flatsides and round-bodied crank baits.  Each style possesses their own unique qualities in areas such as action or wobble, diving depth, and how they come through cover.  Fat Daddy Lures set out to redefine the crankbait market by combining the best qualities of a traditional homemade flatside with the action of a round crank.  

The resulting crankbait hybrid has the superior qualities, but often enough superior fish catching.  The handmade and the hand-painted color selection guarantee that you can match the hatch no matter if shad or craws are the preferred forage of the day.  Circuit board bills and premium treble hooks complete the package. 
With a diving depth of six to eight feet this bait can be dredged in the shallows or retrieved through suspended fish.  Anglers hoping to give these baits a fling need to visit www.fatdaddylures.com. [image: image1.png]



Poor Boy’s Baits
While Poor Boy’s Baits headquarters are a little north of the Mason-Dixon Line, the southern bass sure seem sweet on their offerings.  The Indiana-based brand has become well known for their soft plastic drop shot offerings like the Original Goby or DS Darter.  However, there are plenty other awesome lures in their lineup.  Starting with the Darter Jig and Double Skirt Jig, the unique bullet head design on these jigs help them come through cover where the lunkers live.  Whether you go finesse or bulky, the large hook and skirt colors set these jigs apart.  
The drop shot plastics only scratch the surface of fish catching soft baits in the Poor Boy’s lineup.  New this year are the KISS Craw and BBG (Big Bass Getter).  No doubt these are two creature baits that bass cannot resist.  Texas-rigged or as a jig trailer these baits have the action and special scent that flat out get you more bites.  On the panfish scene, Poor Boy’s gets the color schemes just right.  A new curly tailed grub is in the lineup with over a dozen proven colors.

Poor Boy’s Baits are available on their website www.PoorBoysBaits.com .  
Killer Bass Baits

Sometimes there is only one way to summarize a product, after fishing with the buzzbaits, spinnerbaits, and jigs from Killer Bass Baits all year long, I have to agree:  Killer!  The attention to detail that owner and local tournament pro Brad Burkhart puts in to the design and manufacture of these baits put them on a different level.  From the perfect angle on the line tie of the Killer Jig, to the 45-degree bend on the Killer Buzz, every detail is meant to achieve the one purpose of catching more bass.  

Check out the entire lineup on www.killerbassbaits.com .

CP Series Crankbaits
Growing up fishing in East Tennessee usually means that you can fish a lot of different techniques, but your favorite is a flatside crank.  During cold water or cooling water seasons, there is truly little that can beat the homemade flatsides.  The proof lies in the many successes of East Tennessee’s own Craig Powers.  Now the tournament proven secret weapon is available for other cranking aficionados.  The three diving depths on CP Series Crankbaits cover super skinny water down to 12 feet.  They run true right out of the box and CP himself is meticulous about having the same action on each and every one.

The care he has put into the design and engineering of this series shows, as he guarantees them to make you a better angler…. or else he’ll buy it back.  Mystic Tackleworks has helped bring this bait to the masses along with their Attraxx line of soft plastics. Check them out online and at your local tackle dealer.
Citrus Sticks
What good are all of these lures without a great Tennessee brand fishing rod?  The home of the Citrus Stick line of rods is Lebanon, Tennessee.  Now offering casting and spinning rods that take the best of custom made rods and packaging them at an affordable price.  Their website offers tips and information on choosing the right rod for your specific needs.  From drop shotting to swimbaits, a Citrus Stick Rod can handle it all.  Find out more at citrusstick.com . 

With this many great products from local manufacturers, it makes you proud to be an American.  Plus, the bass won’t stand a chance this fall.
Rattlehead Jigs and Spinnerbaits, along with Poor Boy’s Baits Soft Plastics were created and tested on our region’s bass.








