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Cooler Weather Should Have You Chasing Does Too


Have you had a successful hunting season yet?  If not, don’t worry.  Your best chance at a big buck this year is at hand.  The whitetails have started to get accustomed to every Tom, Dick, and Harry that has hit the woods in the last month.  They are getting used to the human odor a little by now.  Still, the big bucks could care less if you are there or not.  They’ve got that look in their eyes again, a swelling of their necks, and a smile on their face like they are in an Enzyte commercial.  Throughout Southwest Virginia and East Tennessee the rut is on.


The shorter daylight periods have really turned their attention to the opposite sex.  This is good news for late season hunters and if you have stored the camo for the season you might want to rethink it.  The patterning you worked on all off-season is now out the window and hunting near food sources can put you in a bind since bucks are too busy chasing and won’t visit them to late in the day.  All bets are off, but if you caught yourself complaining about seeing too many does earlier in the year, now those does are your greatest allies.  All of the does in a particular area usually come into estrous at about the same time.  So you need to find the does and let them help draw the big boys to you.


Buck scrapes should be hot now and rubs are plentiful.  Keep an eye out for these as clues as to where you should set up.  The weather is going to cool over the next couple of weeks so wrap up tight, don’t forget your buck lures, and get ready for some action.  Deer movement will peak before any severe cold front this time of year especially if the food supplies are limited in the area.


If you think back to what the woods looked like in the early season, with the leaves still dense on the trees and many plants fighting off dormancy, and now look at what we see, dormant grasses and bare trees.  Deer now have little choice on where to go for safety.  If you are hunting a highly pressured area make note of where the thickets and dense evergreen stands are located.  Often during the late season these areas are the only cover available for deer to retreat to if they are threatened.  They will make their way there to bed down also.  


When hunting the rut don’t let yourself think that just because you haven’t seen much activity that the rut is over.  Does that are not bred will come into a second or even third estrous.  The rut and late rut can span over 3 or more weeks.  Another bonus is for the bowhunters out there.  Just because you can bring your firearm or muzzleloader to the woods isn’t enough reason to leave your bow at home.  You actually have a better shot at tagging a big buck with a bow during the late season and I promise it will feel just as good as it would had back in November..

