Follow Your Trail Camera to Success


A trail camera can be an important ally to hunters early in the season.  Following the photographic evidence, looking at each photo like a detective on a criminal case, can prepare you in many ways before you even enter the woods.  There are common mistakes in the setup and processing of the vast amount of information that today’s trail cams can provide.  However, just by taking notice of a few overlooked details your success in the tree stand could be nearly guaranteed.

Picture Perfect

The technological advances in game cameras are staggering.  Now they can provide a wealth of information about deer movement and habits.  Game cameras give you a set of eyes in the woods when you cannot be there.  Around the clock surveillance to allow hunters to pattern their quarry, information that includes the time of day or night the picture was taken and even the barometric pressure.  This data can even be streamed and downloaded onto your computer.  Short video clips can now be recorded to provide even more information. The problem arises because you have this over-load of info, but how do you use it?

Sweat the Small Stuff


Setting your camera up in the right place is paramount in getting the best info from your pictures.  Search for sign, trails, or areas with abundant forage that you can hunt, then position your camera so that you can duplicate it with your tree stand.  Also, don’t be afraid to move the camera around.  Take note of the direction the good deer are moving in your photographs and move the camera to follow their movements more precisely.  You might stumble upon a great place to set up and increase your chances of taking a wall hanger.

Notice even the smallest details, not just what time the photo was taken, but whether or not your quarry was moving through the area or browsing.  What type of forage or mast was the deer munching on?  Was the deer alone or traveling with a herd or bachelor group?  There are plenty of questions that can be asked, and all the answers can be found if you know which details to look for in your game pictures.

The greatest information that your game cam can provide and will help you in the stand more than anything is, to see good bucks.  Just the knowledge that their has been a big eight pointer in the area is enough to keep you on your toes and in the stand, even on the slowest of days.  To have good bucks in your area, you have to manage for them.  That begins with being selective in your harvest, followed closely by managing your land to provide plenty of deer attracting habitat.  

Also check out 3Boutdoors.com/TrailCamPics for trail cam photos submitted by viewers.

