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Food Plots:  Plant Now, Harvest Later

Establishing a food plot is an excellent way to bring more success to your hunts.  It is also a great way to get in the woods during the off-season.  This year, the drought conditions coupled with the early April freeze has put a strain on Mother Nature and a little effort from hunters will keep game populations thriving.  All living creatures need food, water, and shelter to survive.  Whitetail deer are considered to be “browsers” due to their tendency to eat just about any green vegetation as well as acorns and fruit.  By tweaking your favorite hunting grounds you can transform it into a wildlife oasis that will bring in more animals and improving your odds next fall.

To get started, cut unnecessary wooded vegetation back to make edges in the woodland.  Edges are breaks in primary vegetation that make it easy for wildlife, especially whitetails, to find food and provide cover.  A good edge will combine wooded areas with underbrush borders and openings that make for easy travel lanes.  Harvest a few of the unneeded hardwoods and native plants will often begin to build the understory for you.  Supplement heavily wooded areas with grasses to give deer a multitude of forage options.  Commercial seed mixes make it easy to establish foodplots that are sought after by a variety of game animals.  Plant other openings with corn, cowpeas, grains, or winter wheat to keep a substantial winter cover for browsing deer.

Why It Works

Each day, an adult deer eats about as much vegetation as you could cram into a basketball. That is a lot of leaves, grass, twigs, and fruits. Plus, underbrush creates cover for deer movement and gives whitetails a sense of security while moving around.  Realize it does not have to be a vast undertaking and try not to go over the top when creating ideal habitat.  Clear out small areas within range of your favorite treestand to bring in a flush of young plants.  Healthy deer populations will thrive on the new plant growth in the vicinity of your stand.   This year’s acorn crop may be lacking due to harsh weather conditions and a food plot will become a hotspot for many of your area’s deer herds, especially this Fall.  In years with severe drought planting warm season grasses will give deer better options during the late summer and fall.  While the other plants are struggling to survive warm season grasses flourish during dry, hot weather.  Contact your local biologist or extension agent for more information on warm season grasses that your area supports.

Only Half the Battle
The management of deer populations to promote trophy buck harvest only starts with good habitats.  A trophy buck has to have good genetics, good forage, and time to develop.  You have to realize that bucks do not reach full body size until they are in at least their fourth year. Also, bucks do not develop their antlers fully until they reach 4 to 6 years of age.  Being thoughtful of these facts when season arrives will help you let the smaller bucks go and develop.  If you are hoping for the wall-hanger of a lifetime remember, LET THEM GO & THEY WILL GROW.
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