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Generating Heavy Stringers

How power production can help your fishing

If you have been fishing on TVA lakes in East Tennessee, you realize that recreation is not the main focus of the organization.  The reservoir is in place for power production and flood control.  A honey hole may be in five feet of water one week and then you come back the next and find it high and dry.  This fluctuation can be frustrating for anglers but savvy fishermen have long used it to there advantage.  
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Norris Dam courtesy of TVA.gov

The first step is knowing the generation schedule for the lake you are planning to fish.  Fortunately, this information is far less than confidential.  You can find it on the TVA.gov website or by dialing their toll free number.  The information will give you a sense of how much water will be moving through the system and the approximate times that they will be pulling it through.

Now, on the water, you can see the effect of the generating schedule.  Most of the time East Tennessee’s reservoirs have minimal current.  However, when TVA is generating, a slight current can often be seen on the water’s surface.  Leaves and debris will move down the lake without the help of any wind or they may get swept into cuts or troughs and provide a mat that could be a nice piece of cover for a willing bass.  But there is more than meets the eye when it comes to current.  Under the water’s surface the water is moving more swiftly, the bass are also moving.  The current that is generated is often a trigger for baitfish movement.  As the water gets pulled downlake so does the plankton and microscopic creatures the baitfish prefer to feed on.  The opportunistic black basses will then put themselves in proper position to feed on the schools of shad and alewives.  

The position of theses fish depends on the season and the species you are looking to catch.  During the summer, largemouth bass will be found behind the current breaks of the main channel waiting to ambush unsuspecting prey (or lures).  Smallmouth bass are more adapted to swim in current so they are often on or in front of the current breaks on the main channel.  The obvious place to look for bass when the dam is buzzing is on main lake points.  You can cover a lot of depth zones as well as fore and aft of the channel break.  Often overlooked are main channel ledges that run perpendicular to the river channels and offshore humps that offer both species of bass perfect habitat to intercept baitfish.   The best lure to consider are shad- imitating crankbaits of varying depths and if you are looking to try something new, a swimbait is not just for Californian anglers anymore.

Crayfish movement is also triggered by power generation.  Often the falling water has our favorite freshwater crustacean scurrying to find new homes and food that it needs to survive.  This movement takes place on rocky banks and the best presentation is often a jig with a plastic trailer.  

Now you will want to let the air conditioners hum all summer long so that you can use the heavy power generation to your advantage.
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