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Late Season Jerkbaits

Imagine this.  It’s partly cloudy and mild, sixty degree water temperature, a slight breeze making a chop on the water, the bass are up feeding shallow on baitfish, and you are standing there looking at your tacklebox trying to decide which offering to present.  Now before I tell you the twist, think of your choices.  I am willing to bet that a jerkbait came to mind.  But this partly cloudy day is in October instead of April.  Fall fishermen are often caught up in the excitement of lipless crankbaits and topwater fishing and forget the old spring standby.  Nothing imitates an injured baitfish better than a jerkbait and during the fall feast that goes on in the creeks and bays of the local lakes there is nothing a bass likes better than an easy meal.  

Better Baits, Greater Selection

Modern jerkbaits come in many different styles.  Ultra-realistic finishes have been the most recent trend.  The color schemes on these lures would rival live bait.  Determine the bass’s main forage in the area and there is a jerkbait that will match it.   Also, you will find that jerkbaits now cover more of the water column than in the past.  Many manufacturers carry deep diving varieties of the most popular models.  The depth can be a big factor when the sun gets high and pushes schools of baitfish down.  Another truly valuable asset of a jerkbait is that many models suspend.  Meaning you can fish it down to the most productive depth and let it sit.  An idle lure is often too much for Ol’ Bucketmouth to resist.  As you work it, the erratic action of a jerkbait can be used to trigger reaction strikes.  In cooler water temperatures a jerk-jerk-pause retrieve can be productive but early in the fall a constant retrieve with short, scattered pauses has brought more than a few fish to the boat.  Smallmouth and spotted bass love jerkbaits just as much as their mossybacked cousins.  Venture to main lake bluffs and points to experience their love of these lures first hand.

From October until mid-December I have found jerkbaits to be an overlooked producer.  My favorites include Lucky Craft Pointer 100DDs in Chartreuse Shad in clear water and in Table Rock Shad for off-colored water.  As the temperature cools the old standby Team Daiwa TD Minnow is hard to beat.  If the price tags on these Japanese-imported baits begin to wear on you the Smithwick Rogue is tried and true.  All of these models are available in various color schemes and depth ranges.  Experiment on the water to see which model suits the conditions best.  Pay attention to the size of shad the fish are feeding on and select a bait that closely resembles it in size and color.  Fly fisherman call it matching the hatch, bass fishermen call it common sense.  While other anglers are chucking Traps and topwaters towards schooling fish, a more subtle approach with jerkbaits will often make your day more successful.  

Top Secret Topwater

For years anglers have been looking to extend topwater fishing into the cooler late fall and early winter months.  When all of your topwater presentations shut down and the feeding frenzy seems like it is over, reach into your jerkbait box and dust off a Bomber Long A.  With water temperatures from 50 to 55 degrees, I promise it will be some of the most exciting fishing you can partake in.  Instead of jerking the Long A below the surface transform the sleek and slender minnow imitation into a wake bait.  On 17-lb-test monofilament line slowly reel the bait until it begins to slowly wiggle across the surface instead of diving down.  Keeping a slight bow in your line will aid in keeping the Long A afloat.  The side to side action of the tail makes a wake across the surface of the water and its slow and steady motion drive bass nuts.  The wake can be seen from a distance by a feeding bass and it looks just like an injured baitfish fighting for its last gasp of air.  I have had smallmouth and largemouth knock this bait three feet into the air in the middle of December when most fisherman and curled up by the fireplace.  This is a technique that began in East Tennessee and has slowly made its way into the professionals’ repertoire.  So if they ask you where you learned a secret like that, please refrain from mentioning my name.

Catch More Fall Bass
This fall when you are packing your boat or tacklebox before going out on the water, do yourself a favor and remember your jerkbaits.  You will be pleasantly surprised to find that they work just as well when the water is cooling down as when the water warms in the spring.  Also, never be afraid to fish a jerkbait right behind someone that has torn through the area with a lipless crankbait or topwater.  The jerkbait has just the right appeal to lure in those passive bass and make your day a success.

