Life In The Outdoors

With Jon Lawson

PAA:  Cherokee Lake to be on National Stage this Week

Morristown, TN-    When the Professional Anglers Association (PAA) released its 2010 schedule, many professional bass anglers had to go find the Rand McNally or click over to Google Maps to identify the first stop on the calendar.  Lake Cherokee, while prized by East Tennessee anglers, is a relative unknown to most of the nation.  In truth, it has been nearly 30 years since a major circuit has visited Cherokee, when the Bassmaster Bass Champs Invitation was held July 22 through July 24th, 1981.  Back then, the top names on the weigh-in sheet were Jack Chancellor, Forrest Wood, and Roland Martin.  However, on July 8th, when 150 of today’s best professional anglers from tours across the nation fire up their boats on Cherokee’s smallmouth and largemouth infested waters, the secret will be out.  

July can be a brutal month to fish in the South but Cherokee Lake is operated by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) and generation schedules can create current that often stimulates the summer bite.  Cherokee Lake encompasses 28,780 acres, so there should be enough elbow room for all of the PAA anglers to work their patterns.  While aquatic grass is limited throughout the lake the water levels are near full pool, providing plenty of shallow cover in the form of docks and flooded bushes along the shoreline. The anglers will have many choices on how to get a limit this week, whether they choose to run up the river looking for active, shallow fish or stay mid-lake and probe the deep structure hoping to locate a school of bass may decide their final place in the standings.  

Creating an Attack Plan

With the off-limits period beginning on June 4th, no anglers have been on the lake in more than a month.  The water temperatures have soared due to the warmest June in recent memory, now in the upper 80s during the day, transitioning the fish to mid-summer patterns.  The heat is on, literally, for anglers hoping to develop a deep water structure pattern in the three official practice days that began July 4th.

One pro coming to Cherokee Lake with experience on other TVA lakes is Marion, Arkansas pro Mark Rose.  Rose is one of the hottest pros on the FLW Tour, recently qualifying for his sixth Forest Wood Cup.  While the FLW Tour has made stops at nearby Fort Loudon/Tellico Lakes in Knoxville, Rose admits his knowledge of Cherokee Lake is limited, like most other anglers in the field.  “I was on the lake prior to the off-limits period, I drove the lake and got a feel on how to get around,” Rose continued, “I saw some offshore structure and marked waypoints on my Lowrance HDS unit.  This tournament should offer plenty of opportunities for anglers to find a deep bite, especially with the heat and increased recreational boat traffic.  I am going to go out to find productive areas and use my instincts to hopefully stay with the fish over 3 days.”

Rose’s instincts have served him well over his career.  He is fresh off a second place finish at the FLW Tour Guntersville event.  He will definitely be an angler to watch this week in East Tennessee.  With his arsenal of Strike King football jigs, Rage Tail Thumper worms, and crankbaits, like the Strike King 6XD, Rose will be prepared for any situation that confronts him.

Home Cookin’
While most anglers are relying on their scouting and practice days to carry them through the tournament at least one competitor this week is on the other side of the spectrum.  “The first time I ever went fishing in my life was on Cherokee Lake.” relays Ott Defoe, established angler on the FLW Tour.  “Living in Knoxville, I have been able to fish the FLW Tour on Ft. Loudon, but the PAA on nearby Cherokee is truly exciting for me and I have high expectations that the lake is going to shine.”

Defoe honed his skills fishing in East Tennessee in local clubs and on the BFL circuit.  At 21 years of age, he qualified for the FLW Tour and has taken advantage of the opportunity.  Like Rose, he is qualified for the 2010 Forest Wood Cup (FLW Championship) on Georgia’s Lake Lanier held next month.  But today, his sights are set on a PAA win on his home lake.  

“I will spend my practice full throttle on my Bass Pro Shops Nitro Boat, looking for as many schools of fish as I can find.  There are so many bass in Cherokee, the Top 10 in this field when it is all said and done will have caught them on a variety of techniques, both shallow and deep,” Defoe continues, “the PAA has set fishermen and fans up for a great week, showcasing the area’s great people and awesome fishing in East Tennessee.”

The 3Boutdoors Connection

Fishing fans should note that the Day 1 and Day 2 weigh-ins are at the launch and the final weigh-in to determine the winner will be held on Saturday July 10th at the Sevierville Bass Pro Shops.  Bass Pro Shops will have fishing seminars and events scheduled all week in conjunction with the tournament.  3Boutdoors own Nathan Light will be in-store providing seminars and demonstrations for fishing fans.

Staff Writer, Jon Lawson, will be an observer throughout the tournament.  An opportunity allowed by PAA to get fans in the boat with their favorite anglers.  So check back on www.3Boutdoors.com for updates and a tournament wrap up of how the PAA on Cherokee Lake was won.  

