Life In The Outdoors

With Jon Lawson

Reality Bites:  Matching the Hatch Just Got Easier


Nearly a decade ago, television was revolutionized by turning the cameras back toward the viewers with what was coined “Reality TV”.  Shows such as The Real World and Survivor placed everyday people in different environments and the results are television history.  This year, to increase your catch rate bring a little reality into your lure choices.  Top lure manufacturers have made the selection quite simple for 2011.  Anglers can now choose offerings that match the dominate forage in appearance and action- from gizzard shad to crayfish.  Next time you are at the tackle shop, get buy a few new Plano boxes and fill them with fish catchers like these:

KOPPERS FISHING


No other lure manufacturer has placed an emphasis on true-to-life hardbait design as Koppers.  With Koppers Fishing’s LIVETARGET options, the first thing anglers notice is the realistic finishes.  While it is true that the attention to detail of the LIVETARGET series is impressive, the profile and paint on the lures are matched with components and designs that run true right out of the box.  An internal weigh transfer system allows for longer and more precise casting, while the ultra-sharp Daiichi hooks will keep fish buttoned.  Early season offerings like the Crawfish series crankbaits and Golden Shiner lipless rattlebait are sure to please anglers chasing pre-spawn bucketmouths.  LIVETARGET Bluegills are already a local favorite, with a flat-sided, natural design the bass just cannot resist from Spring through Fall.  
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Early season bass are crazy for LIVETARGET Bluegill.

JACKALL LURES


Jackall’s 2011 offerings add to an already impressive lineup of bass-catching lures.  Hard baits include the Seiraminnow 80S, the first jerkbait to incorporate the I-Motion technique.  I-Motion relates to the action, or in this case limited action, the lure imparts on the retrieve.  Basically, legendary lure designer Seiji Kato observed that non-threatened baitfish exert very little side-to-side movement as they move through the water column, and created a lure lineup to mimic this action.  At 3.4 inches and ¼ ounce, this slow sinking lure has a magnetic weight transfer system that aids in casting.  The Seiraminnow 80S is available in six proven colors and the dressed rear treble adds to the lure’s fish attraction.  This surface to shallow running jerkbait is a design marvel and the results are dynamite on highly pressured waters.


Flat-side crankbaits are staples of most early spring bass anglers.  Jackall’s Bling 55 crankbaits are sure to please the fish and the fisherman this year.  At 2.2-inches the compact crankbait also includes the magnetic weighting system that allows for long casts and then attaches to the magnet to give the bait a tracking side-to-side action that makes other flat-side baits envious.  With a custom fiberglass bill and color selection that covers the gamut, the Bling 55 will only remain a secret for so long.

LEW’S SPEED SPOOL REELS


Bassmaster Elite Series Pro Mark Menendez will be winding on new reels this season.  While the design may be new, the nameplate will give many serious anglers a flashback of their glory days.  Lew’s is back and in a big way.  Four new baitcasting reels and two spinning reels are available with high end features, yet affordable price points.  The brand that started the low profile revolution has returned and Lew’s has garnered the attention of many professional anglers.


““There are several important career highlights that a Lew’s Speed Spool helped me accomplish. Qualifying for the Bassmaster BP Top 100’s, catching the largest bass in the first 31 years of BASS, making my first Bassmaster Classic, and earning my first Bassmaster win were all earned with a Lew’s Speed Spool on my rod,” stated Menendez. ”I am so proud and honored to be part of the Lew’s team and associated with the tradition of the Lew’s name.  I would love to know how many miles of line I have cast with a Lew’s.”

BUCKEYE LURES


Specializing in high quality custom lures, Buckeye Lures commitment to quality has helped them take the tackle industry by storm over the past few years.  In the tradition of the Mop Jig, this year’s lineup includes the J-Will Swim Jig and the Pulse Jig.  Two jig combinations that are sure to get the attention of some lunker bass on our local lakes.


Combine the jig fishing expertise of South Carolina Elite Series Pro Jason Williamson with the surgically sharpened hooks from Lazer Trokar, then sprinkle in a few handmade custom skirts and you have the makings of a super swimming jig.   Thanks to Buckeye Lures this combination is now available at your local tackle shop.  The J-Will Swim Jig fills the void in most anglers tackleboxes when it comes to having a jig made just for swimming around structure.  The 5/0 hook and light weedguard will keep the fish pegged.  Shad, bluegill, and craw imitations should have you covered for any situation.


Swim jigs are deadly on shallow suspended fish, but when the big fish are hanging out deeper the options have historically been limited.  The Buckeye Lures Pulse Jig or Skirted Pulse Jig matched with your favorite trailer can be fished throughout the water column and imparts a realistic action at any retrieve speed.  Slow roll this bait for the best results.  Painted heads match up perfectly with flukes and small swimbaits and the clear vertical bill keeps the action intense.  When the fish are suspended or schooling, turn to the Pulse Jig or Skirted Pulse Jig to fill your limit.  Buckeye lures website is available at www.buckeyelures.com.

BIG BITE BAITS

On the soft plastics scene, Big Bite Baits has added to its lineup of fish catchers with the addition of the 5” Cane Thumper Swimbait, 8” Kriet Tailed Lizard, two sizes of the Sugar Cane worm, and innovative finesse creature bait called Kriet Flying Squirrel.  Big Bite Baits uses input from its pro staff, including Dean Rojas and Jeff Kriet, to design baits that flat fool fish.  Each of these new soft plastics are available in 10 proven fish catching colors.  So if you plan on catching them with a Texas Rig, Carolina Rig, or drop shot you are sure to find a Big Bite Baits product to increase your catch.  You can find out more at www.bigbitebaits.com.

