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The redbuds are blooming, the baseball players are starting to take to the fields across the nation, and every turkey hunter you know is starting to act really anxious.  Spring is definitely in the air and “bird-brains” all over the area are getting out their box calls and picking up another box of shells.  Please remind them that ironing their camo probably won’t help them put the turkey on the table but these tips can do just that.

Take the woods with you


None of us feel like we spend enough time in the woods.  Your spouse already has a list of honey-dos and spring projects stacked up like a Jack London novel.  Work gets in the way of any recreational activities for us “so-called bi-vocational outdoorsmen”.  One hope we have is to practice using our calls when we have the chance.  Practice makes perfect and I have found that a good time to experiment with your mouth calls is during your commute to and from work.  Also try slipping out to the back porch after dinner with your other favorite calls you might be surprised at the improvements a few minutes a day can help you achieve.  


Stealth and stamina is what separates success from failure in the gobbler hunter’s world.  You need to exercise some everyday to stay in shape for the woods, a little brisk walking or some push-ups can help keep you in top form.  Also in daily activities try to keep quiet like you would be in the woods.  Actively attempt to make less noise while walking in your yard and while laying on the couch watching television restrict your movements like you have a big bearded bird in view.  This will help you train your body to reduce movements like adjusting in your seat and other nuances.  

Make the most of the hunt


Pay attention to the time and how local birds are responding in the early morning hours.  If you can pinpoint how the hens in the area are progressing you can more convincingly imitate them?



When you arrive at your location in the woods, resist the urge to start calling at full volume.  Instead start calling softly with yelps or clucks. If you don't get a response, increase your volume and aggressiveness.  Numerous times hunters have found out the hard way that a bird was closer than they realized early in the hunt.  


To add more realism to your early morning calling, use an old hen turkey wing to help call in gobblers. Brush or flap the wing against the tree you're sitting up against. This will sound like a turkey moving around in the tree to a gobbler and is often very effective first thing in the morning before they fly down from the roost.  Later as the turkeys are coming down from the roost, use the wing to imitate turkeys landing on the ground by brushing it against your pant leg and on the ground near you.


Scratch the ground to simulate feeding while you call in Ol’ Tom.  The more realistic you make your presentation the more trusting the gobbler you are after is going to be.  Using these combinations give the full effect that the old gobbler is used to.  It will feel like business as usual and you’ll be more successful.
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