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Back to Life in the Outdoors
Try Surfing in the Wintertime to be a More Successful Hunter

If you are like me the long, cold months of January and February make you dream of better days.  With deer season wrapped up, spring gobbler a couple of months away, and the sharp decrease in daylight hours, it can get pretty frightful.  Sometimes cabin fever sets in and you find yourself scouting for new stand sites in blizzard conditions, risking life and limb just to get out of the house.  On the other hand, savvy outdoorsmen and women can make the most of this downtime if you know how to go about it.  There is a vast library of hunting information available to anyone on the internet.  Whether you want to find product reviews on the latest and greatest hunting gear or want to get more familiar with the areas you hunt, you can find a resource to help you be more successful in your pursuits.  Even if you resemble Barney Fife attempting to navigate on the World Wide Web, here are some tips to make the experience more fruitful and take the frustration out of the equation.

Put a Personal Touch on Your Personal Computer

A little work on setup can make surfing a breeze.  My father-in-law will admit he is no Bill Gates when it comes to operating a computer.  The only time I’ve ever heard him describing “mega-bytes” is after a fishing tournament.  However, with a little help, he set up his internet browser to take him to the sites that he wants to view with only one click of the mouse.  You see, every browser has a folder for the user’s favorite sites.  This folder is labeled Favorites or Bookmarks.  When you visit a site that you will want to return to, like 3B Outdoors, just click the “Add To Favorites” button and the information is saved onto your computer.  The next time you want to return to the site, just open the folder and click and you’ll return to the site.  Eliminating the need to remember the exact web address and, more importantly, there is no typing involved!  You can add numerous sites into one folder and they will remain just a mouse click away.  

Mark Your Path

While www.3Boutdoors.com should be at the top of your favorites list, be sure to save some space for the highly-detailed and amazingly useful free mapping sites out there.  Two great resources for outdoorsmen are Google Maps (www.google.com/maps) and Microsoft’s TerraServer (terraserver.microsoft.com), there you can find aerial photography and topographic information for any hollow or mountainside in the country.  Information from these maps can give you a different perspective about animal movement and assist you in planning your attack based on favorable terrain and conditions.  A quick scan on the computer can provide valuable knowledge about where the closest water sources are and the location of hard edges that game animals often use when feeding and moving around.  Google also provides a free downloadable program called Google Earth.  This program allows you to see aerial imagery in a 3-Dimensional view.  With this program you can take a trip to anywhere on earth, from the Grand Canyon to the Great Wall of China without leaving your chair.  It is useful when trying to get a better feel for the lay of the land that you will be hunting, something a regular topo map just cannot offer.  For the anglers out there, these maps can provide useful information to guide you to your next honeyhole.  Whether its your local lake or new water you can see from the aerial photos just how the river channel and creek channels wind there way downlake and help you pick out subtle changes in the structure that just cannot be seen from the ground.

Post Your Thoughts with Hunters & Fishermen

To some, the best part of hunting is the memorable tales that nature creates.  These types of outdoorsmen often frequent message boards and discussion groups that can be a great asset to combat cabin fever.  Whether to just post a picture of your latest take or to discuss what to plant in your food plot, there is a lot of experience and experiences floating around out there.  Hunting tips, product reviews, and even wild game recipes are yours to take on the internet message boards that are found on most hunting related websites.  There is even a site out there that allows you to view 24-hour streaming video footage from a camera mounted on a whitetail’s head on a ranch in Texas.  On www.3Boutdoors.com, you can find recent trail cam photos that are submitted by viewers.  While viewing pictures of massive bucks will definitely not cure your cabin fever, there is plenty of priceless information available to ensure that your next trip out will be a more successful one.

There is too much information on the internet to cover it all.  You will have to sit down and search a little while but I guarantee it will make you a more educated hunter.  Knowing is half the battle.  So before you drive your spouse and children crazy talking about hunting adventures of days passed, make sure you spend some quality time with your computer finding out the latest information about your quarry. 
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