Life in the Outdoors 

with Jon Lawson
Wake Up Nighttime Bass


The dog days of summer are upon us.  Between the heat and the barrage of jet skis and pleasure boats it is a no-brainer that fishermen need to become nocturnal to enjoy their hobby.  Not only is it much more pleasant to chase bass after dark during summer, it is also more productive.  While bass venture deep during the day to escape the heat they will often roam the banks at night looking for a meal, if you can be there at the right time with these hot baits, it will be well worth staying up late.

Phases of the Night Bite

Assuming you are already up to speed about the required gear, such as blacklights and fluorescent line, let’s launch the boat.  Early in summer beginning in late May into mid-June, the bass are still transitioning.  Post-spawn bass are often found in creek channels and humps near spawning flats feeding up before summer.  The best approach at this time of year is to work Texas-rigged plastics around these structures and work them slowly.  Baby brush hogs and 5-inch finesse worms will tempt bass after dark.  Arrive before dark and toss topwaters around woody cover to get the trip off to a positive start.


After this phase, the bass will lock into their summer patterns in East Tennessee.  Before heading to the lake for a late night outing, make sure you find out the lakes generation schedule.  Put the TVA’s automated phone number on your cell phone and call it on your way to the lake.  Check your destination’s generation schedule as well as the dam or dams that feed into the lake you are visiting.  When current is being pulled through the lake, it is time to fish points.  A football jig with a Paca Craw is a great crayfish imitation that will help you load the boat.  Stick to dark colors like black and blue or purple with orange highlights.  If the water is still, fish the first 50 yards of bluffs located near main channel swings.  The bass will be a little less active but the nighttime jig-n-pig or a Texas-rigged 10 inch Zoom Ol’ Monster worm will still produce.  Lakes with multitudes of boat docks fish a little different here, look for docks with lights and fish around them.  The lights will often draw in baitfish and concentrate bass.


From the end of July through October, make sure you have stocked up on nighttime spinnerbaits.  Rattlehead Bait Company makes a jewel of a nighttime blade, that was created and tested here in East Tennessee.  You want a short arm with an oversized blade to make lots of vibration.  Hues of black and purple are usually the most productive.  Slow roll these baits around rock and brushpiles to fill your livewell.  Another tip is to use low-stretch Fireline in their “flame-green” fluorescent color.  This will keep you in contact with your spinnerbait and lead to better hooksets when fishing deeper than 10 feet.  For those rare nights that the spinnerbait bite is off, probe the brushpiles with oversized worms.


Another tactic that is up-and-coming is to beef up your shaky head fishing.  Using a 3/8 oz. jighead with a 5/0 hook and an 8-inch plus straight tailed worm (Yum’s Big Show Paddletail) will guarantee you get a nighttime bass’s attention.  Try it on your next trip and you will be glad you did.

Local Flavors


Many folks know that no two of our lakes fish exactly alike, especially in summer.  Amazingly, Watauga’s night bite can stretch into December.  The cherry seed worm craze at Douglas and the deep crankbait night bite at Boone are a few exceptions that come to mind.  But stick to the basics at night.  Keep it simple, a few rods and a few baits will keep you from getting tangled up in the darkness and they are really all you need to have a great night’s fishing this summer.

